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Documenting the condition of manufacturing and 
the mindsets of manufacturers throughout the state
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Our report documents the condition of 
manufacturing and the mindsets of manufacturers 
throughout the state. We create these insights 
through 400 interviews with manufacturing 
executives to create comprehensive data on key 
issues and five focus groups to get the stories 
behind the numbers. The end product is a clear, 
unbiased view of our state’s manufacturing base.

Manufacturing stakeholders across Wisconsin  
use the WMR for the data and insights they need 
to understand our manufacturing base and inform 
their decisions on investments, policy, and actions 
that improve their position. This data provides a 
solid starting point for creating a bright future for 
our manufacturers and our state.

Manufacturing represents the largest single  
sector in Wisconsin’s economy in both 
employment and GDP. Our state consistently rates 
first or second in the percentage of employment 
engaged in manufacturing and we lead the country 
in production of multiple products. Wisconsin 
manufacturing provides the goods the world 
needs and the family-supporting jobs that keep 
our economy healthy.

The Wisconsin MEP Network – WMEP 
Manufacturing Solutions, the UW-Stout 
Manufacturing Outreach Center, and the 
Wisconsin Center for Manufacturing & Productivity 
– focuses on keeping the states’ small- and 
medium-sized manufacturers competitive.  
We do that through our experts across Wisconsin 
and the MEP National Network with resources in 
all 50 states and Puerto Rico. This network ensures 
that smaller manufacturers have the same help 
that their bigger counterparts enjoy.

Finally, our sponsors make the Wisconsin 
Manufacturing Report possible. First Business 
Bank supported the concept from the beginning 
and Top Floor Technologies joined them as a 
sponsor this year. Together, they help us reach 
more manufacturers, broaden our perspectives, 
and make each year’s production better. Thank 
you for all that you do.

Enjoy the report!
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Welcome to the fourth annual 
Wisconsin Manufacturing Report (WMR)
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Wisconsin Manufacturing Overview

Major Wisconsin Industries

Manufacturing

477,411
Employees

$66.25B
GDP

$65,080
Average Wage

462,376
Employees

$38.95B
GDP

$57,471
Average Wage

Educational Services, 
Health Care, and  
Social Assistance

Retail TradeProfessional and  
Business Services

308,406
Employees

$25.94B
GDP

$34,513
Average Wage

373,216
Employees

$40.72B
GDP

$69,148
Average Wage

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau County Business Patterns Survey, 2022
U.S. Department of Commerce Bureau of Economic Analysis, 2022
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Manufacturing contributes more to the Wisconsin economy than any other sector, adding more  
than $66 billion to the state’s $400 billion economy. The intensity of manufacturing in our state ranks 
second in the nation and manufacturing provides over 470,000 family supporting jobs for our workers. 
Wisconsin manufacturing provides the critical parts and components necessary for the rest of American 
manufacturing to succeed.

Manufacturing drives Wisconsin’s economy. We know manufacturing must stay healthy for the state 
to thrive, so the WCMP produces the Wisconsin Manufacturing Report to understand the issues facing 
manufacturing and the mindsets of Wisconsin manufacturers. These insights help stakeholders eliminate 
roadblocks and take advantage of our strengths to create a bright future for our industry. 

Through all this complexity, workforce remains the dominant issue for our manufacturers. We recognize 
our workforce’s talent and know we can’t find enough workers to fuel future growth. That makes 
productivity essential to keeping our manufacturers competitive and growing. The current study results 
show this shortage driving business decisions throughout the industry. Leaders invest in retention and 
engagement initiatives like never before while they push productivity and AI adoption in their operations. 
We need all our manufacturers to embrace these changes and join in on this journey to a bright future.

WISCONSIN MANUFACTURING REPORT
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Wisconsin Top Maufacturing Sectors:  
2017-2022 Comparison

Food Manufacturing

Machinery Manufacturing

Fabricated Metal Product Manurfacturing

Printing and Related Support Activities

2017 2022 Change

Establishments 976 1,036 +60

Employment 72,125 77,487 +5,362

Employment per 
Establishment 74 75 +1
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, County Business Patterns Survey

2017 2022 Change

Establishments 1,035 943 -92

Employment 59,947 60,352 +405

Employment per 
Establishment 58 64 +6

2017 2022 Change

Establishments 1,935 1,913 -22

Employment 66,674 71,907 +5,233

Employment per 
Establishment 34 38 +4

2017 2022 Change

Establishments 700 592 -108

Employment 27,931 22,949 -4,982

Employment per 
Establishment 40 39 -1


